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—— Farm Mortgages ——— 


Four Offices in Oklahoma -:- Five Offices in Texas 


—TEXAS AND OKLAHOMA 
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Home Office: 
Hobart, Oklahoma 


Every Office 
Right in the Field 
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SALESMEN WANTED 


TO HANDLE THE BEST QUICK-SELLING 
INSURANCE PROPOSITION IN AMERICA 


Accident and Health Insurance on the 
Same Plan as Commercial Travelers’ 
Associations 


No Medical Examination Required. 
No Waiting for Commissions. 


Write to ERNEST W. BROWN, 
Sec’y and Treas. 


INTER-STATE BUSINESS 
MEN’S ACCIDENT ASS’N 








Brown Building Des Moines, Iowa 
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Seventy-Five Years Ago 


On the first of February, 1843, The Mutual 
Life of New York issued the first mathematical 
reserve policy ever written by an American 
company. 


Having completed its 75th fiscal year on the 
3lst of December, 1917, the Company enters 
upon the new year with a justifiable pride in 
its impregnable strength, its unsurpassed 
policy contracts, its generous dividends, and 
its great body of well-satisfied policyholders. 


THE OLDEST COMPANY IN AMERICA 
IS THE COMPANY FOR YOU. 


For terms to producing agents address 


THE MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
of New York 


34 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
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TELLING POINTS 


about 


NORTHWESTERN NATIONAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


Its record for 1917. Increase in assets 17 per cent. 

Increase in Insurance in force 28 per cent. 

Increase over 1916 new paid-for insurance 51 per cent. 

Increase in amount apportioned for dividends, 23 per cent. 

For the first four months of 1918, Increase in new paid-for 
business 21 per cent. over the same period of 1917. 

Northwestern National Life is a purely mutual legal reserve 
company. A leading low net cost company. It is FOURTH 
in SIZE of ail mutual companies west of Philadelphia, in the 
United States, and of these is FIRST in STRENGTH—in 
ratio of assets to liabilities. A few good agency openings in 
the West. 





THE TRAVELERS 
INSURANCE ea INDEMNITY 
COMPANY COMPANY 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
WRITE THE GREATEST VOLUME OF 
GUARANTEED LOW COST LIFE INSURANCE 
AND 
CASUALTY INSURANCE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPLY THESE INSURANCE 


NEEDS GUARANTEES AGENTS THE BROADEST 
FIELD AND THE LARGEST INCOME. 














CENTRAL STATES LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 





Insurance in Force $32,000,000.00 





JAMES A. McVOY 
Vice-President and General Manager 











A Progressive SURETY and CASUALTY Company 














THE PRINCIPLES OF 
SURETY UNDERWRITING 


Second Edition 
By LUTHER E. MACKALL, A.B., L.L.B. 


An Instructive Work for Surety Managers and Underwriters 


CHAPTER HEADINGS 


Fipetity Bonps.—Public Official Bonds—Court Bonds 
(including executors, administrators, guardians, trustees, re- 
ceivers, assignees), Court Bonds (including all required to be 
filed in course of judicial proceedings)—Contract Bonds— 
Depository Bonds—Bonds of Indemnity on account of lost 
instruments—Bonds on Assignment of Accounts Receivable 
—Qualifying Bonds for Insurance Companies—Miscellaneous 
Credit Guarantees—Internal Revenue Bonds—Custom House 
Bonds—Indemnity Bonds in favor of a Surety Company. 


Price $3.00 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


CHICAGO OFFICE: Selling Agents 135 William Street 
Insurance Exchange. NEW YORK 


Bound in Buckram 




















PAN-AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


NEW ORLEANS, U. S. A. 
CRAWFORD H. ELLIS, President 


FINANCIAL RECORD 
Fully Paid Capital $1,000,000 
Total Resources 6,200,000 


INSURANCE RECORD 
Paid for in 1917 


$11,784,000 
Total Insurance in force...........500000008 


47,333,000 


Our Service to our Representatives is unexcelled. If you are an experi- 
enced man, seeking to better your condition, we can help you to a bigger 
income in a broader field. If you have had no experience and are interested 
in Life Insurance Salesmanship, we can help you with our Course of Instruc- 
tions and special equipment, to secure the business. Applications consid- 
ered only from responsible men who can furnish bond, if necessary. While 
you are in the mood—right now—let me hear from you. 


E. G. Simmons, Vice-President and General Manager 
Whitney Central Building 
New Orleans, U.S. A. 
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Tue SPECTATOR 


The circulation of the publications of The 
Spectator Company, including THE SPECTATOR, 
amounts to over one million annually, aver- 
aging 20,000 weekly. 
tions, covering life, fire, casualty and miscel- 
laneous insurance, are recognized as authori- 
ties in their particular lines, and some have re- 
ceived the endorsements of the United States 
Government and State Insurance Departments. 
The statistical and listorical records of the 
various insurance companies are thus given 
wide circulation for the information of the 
public, constituting more valuable SERVICE 
io the insurance companies than that supplied 
by any other insurance journal. 


Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a weekly 
journal devoted to promoting the best interests of 
trustworthy insurance of all kinds. The subscription 
price for the United States, Canada and Mexico is 
Four Dollars per annum, postage prepaid; to all for- 
eign countries in the Postal Union, Five Dollars. 


Entcred at the New York Post Office as Second Class Matter 
THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS 
Arthur L. J. Smith, Pres. Robert W. Blake, Sec’y 
135 WiLLt1AM STREET, New York 
Telephone, John 231, John 232 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Insurance Exchange, Chicago. Telephone, Wabash 531 
Sole Selling Agents in America for the publications 
of Charles & Edwin Layton of London, England. 
Copyright, 1918, by The Spectator Company, New York 


Vor. C. 
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INSURANCE AND FOREIGN TRADE 
Vee the enactment of the Webb 


Law permitting domestic com- 
mercial interests to combine efforts in 
the development of American trade 
throughout the world there is a con- 
current demand for the expansion of 
American insurance to all quarters of 
This applies especially to 
A number of 


the globe. 
marine and fire insurance. 
American banks have already laid sub- 
stantial foundations in foreign countries 
to facilitate trade between those countries 
and America by installing American 
credit, and the only barrier to immediate 
Pexpansion of foreign commerce is the 
shortage of American marine insurance. 
The need for prompt action looking to- 
Ward a sound expansion of American in- 
surance in other countries cannot be too 
3y pooling in- 
American 


strongly emphasized. 
‘terests it would seem that 
fompanies could send representatives to 
important centers, with the view of mak- 
‘ing a detailed study of conditions in par- 
ticular countries, such as legal require- 
ments: for admission, operation, trade 
customs, hazards, etc. Where American 
enterprise is discriminated against, steps 
should be taken to see that retaliation is 
Provided by imposing equivalent condi- 
tions upon companies domiciled in those 
Countries which have seen fit to prevent 


These standard publica-. 


THE SPECTATOR 


free competition by American compa- 
nies. 

There have been activities in this 
country by students representing insur- 
ance in other nations during the past 
year. The extent of their researches is 
known quite well to THE SPECTATOR, as 
many of them visited the office of this 
publication in search of information on 
methods of insurance practice. Much 
of the material sought was found to exist 
in permanent form in the vast fund of 
insurance literature published by The 
Spectator Company and in the files of 
THE SPECTATOR, 

These incidents are cited merely by 
way of illustrating what some of the in- 
ternational insurance interests have al- 
ready started in the way of following 
their own future trade, which they hope 
will be extended in no inconsiderable de- 
gree in this country. 

It is time now to lay definite plans 
for the future. The maintenance of 
America’s place as a world power de- 
mands it. 


T is not often that a city fire depart- 
ment is called to extinguish a blaz- 
ing river, but last Sunday the surface of 
the Passaic River, near Kearny, N. J., 
caught fire and the blaze spread rapidly, 
causing the destruction of some barges 
and scows and threatening a munitions 
warehouse upon the bank of the river. 
The surface of the river was covered 
with a film of oils and other refuse from 
industrial plants, and it is believed that 
gases closely overhanging the water 
caused spontaneous combustion and the 
rapid spread of the fire in the combusti- 
ble materials upon the surface of the 
river. In this connection it is interesting 
to note that the Merchants Association 
of New York has appealed to Congress 
and to State authorities with a view to 
checking the further contamination of 
the waters of the Hudson River by the 
discharge therein of materials 
from industrial plants, as well as from 


waste 


sewage matter fom cities and towns 
along its banks. The fire on the Passaic 
River, the damage done thereby, and the 
even greater loss threatened, serve to 
demonstrate the timeliness of the action 
of the Merchants Association. The fire 
danger through pollution of streams by 
the discharge into them of chemicals 
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Editoria) 
and gases is an _ actual and 
one which should be guarded against 
throughout the country. 


one, 


NE of the great problems in the 
business of modern war is that 

of financial management. Enormous ex- 
penditures for materials for the fighting 
units and for transportation are essen- 
tial. The idea of mortgaging the na- 
tion’s resources for many years in the 
future has long been thrown into the dis- 
card, and in place of it has come an ac- 
This 


tive “pay-as-you-go” campaign. 


necessarily means increased taxation, 
taxation especially upon those industries 
and individuals whose lot it is to receive 
direct financial gain out of the war, some 
of which is probably excessive. Just 
now the main question at issue is to 
what extent the present generation should 
participate in carrying the cost of the 
war by paying the taxes. There are not 
a few supporters of the “pay-as-you-go” 
plan who would stifle all effort by bur- 
and in- 


densome taxation of business 


comes. This radical wing would raise 
sixty to seventy per cent of the funds 
necessary for the next year’s conduct of 
the war out of levies upon profits and 
incomes. They are inclined to look upon 
capital wherever found as a legitimate 
object of prey for the tax gatherer. No 
one for a moment denies that insurance 
should be called upon to meet its due 
share of tax funds, but there is no small 
danger of discrimination against it by 
unscientific legislation. It is this phase 
of the deliberations of the extended ses- 
sion of Congress for the sole purpose of 
enacting a revenue law that will provide 
some $7,000,000,000 or $8,000,000,000 
out of current income and profits that 
must be carefully watched. 


he inioien sizable or peculiar fires 
occurred on Sunday last, among 
them being the burning of the surface of 
the Passaic River at Kearny, N. J.; the 
destruction of the J. K. Mosser Tanning 
Company’s plant at Noxen, Pa., with a 
loss of $3,000,000, believed to have been 
caused by an electrical short circuit; a 
fire on a United States Army pier which 
threatened a transport, and which was 
also believed to have been caused by a 
short circuit; and a fire of suspicious 








Fire Insurance 


origin which destroyed two clothing 
warehouses at the United States Arsenal 
at Sr. Louis, causing a loss of $1,000,- 
000. In connection with the latter, an 
enemy alien is being held pending in- 
vestigation, he having been discovered at- 
tempting to climb over the stockade sur- 
rounding the buildings shortly after the 
fire started. It is manifest that con- 
stant vigilance is necessary to preserve in- 
dustrial plants and war materials from 
destruction, and two of the fires above 
mentioned point to the advisability of 
making reinspections of electrical equip- 
ment. 


Liberty Loan Subscriptions 

Secretary Wm. H. Eddy of the special Liberty 
Loan committee for life and allied insurance 
calls attention to the fact that in the official list 
of subscriptions of insurance companies who 
subscribed in New York city there were one or 
two omissions. He says that the list issued by 
him should have set forth that the Prudential 
Insurance Company’s total subscription was 
$15,000,000, of which $7,500,000 was placed in New 
York city. Also that the subscriptions of the 
British America Assurance Company and West- 
ern Assurance Company of Toronto for $50,000 
each were unintentionally omitted from the 
official list—Daily Newspaper, May 31. 

In view of the laudable ambition to give 
the public prompt information concerning the 
subscriptions of insurance companies to the 
Third Liberty Loan issue, it was scarcely sur- 
prising that some omissions should have been 
made by the committee in compiling the list 
and promptly sending out its official report to 
the newspapers. THE SPECTATOR was the first 
insurance journal to print the report as of- 
ficially prepared and sent out by the committee, 
this appearing in full in our issue of May 9. 
After THE Spectator of that week had been 
printed the committee informed us that The 
Prudential’s total subscription was errone- 
ously given in its report, the correct figures 
being $15,000,000; whereupon in our issue of 
May 16 the correction of this error was given 
prominent position, as also in the case of the 
two other companies mentioned above. Mean- 
time similar announcements containing the 
correct figures for the three companies men- 
tioned have been going the rounds of 
the press up to the close of May. While THE 
SPECTATOR took a little pride in leading among 
the insurance journals in giving early pub- 
licity to the official report of the special loan 
committee, it nevertheless was with even more 
gratification that we were able so promptly 
to print articles giving the accurate figures 
for the subscriptions of the three companies 
mentioned. 


Death of J. S. Daniell 


J. S. Daniell of Atlanta, well known in fire in- 
surance circles and long identified with the 
Southern Adjustment Company, died recently. 


THE SPECTATOR 
FIRE INSURANCE 








NEW YORK SURVEYS 


Binding Business.—The Central Fire Office, 
Inc., has been appointed general agent for the 
Equitable Underwriters of New York, and is 
binding business for it. 

Fred R. Paine Married.—Fred R. Paine, 
whose expense accounts are paid by the New 
Jersey, the New Brunswick and the United 
British (it apparently takes three companies 
to do it), joined the tribe of benedicts on June 
1. He refuses to tell where he and his bride 
are going on their honeymoon. He can no 
longer amuse his friends by telling that there 
are four Paine brothers in the insurance fra- 
ternity—three married and one living. 

Mutual Life Property Sold.—Official an- 
nouncement has been made that the Federal 
Reserve Bank has purchased the entire block 
front on Nassau street, between Liberty street 
and Maiden Lane, as a site for a Federal Bank 
building. The price paid for the land was 
nearly $3,100,000, One of the former owners 
of this block is the Mutual Life Insurance 
Company. The construction of a large building 
for the bank will necessarily be deferred until 
after the war, and until then the bank will 
continue to occupy its present leased quarters 
in the Equitable building. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 


Insurance Reserves Mustered In.—The 
Insurance Reserves, composed of insurance 
men, were recently mustered into the Illinois 
Volunteer Training Corps. The members have 
already been equipped with new uniforms, and 
the unit made a very good showing on Decora- 
tion Day in the military parade. 


H. H. Glidden Ill.—H. H. Glidden, manager 
of the Chicago Board of Underwriters, is con- 
fined to his home in Highland Park by illness. 


Club Elects Officers.—The annual meeting 
of the Fire Insurance Club of Chicago was 
held on May 28, and the following officers 
were elected: President, Jay S. Glidden; vice- 
president, W. W. Murray; secretary, W. F. 
Hochfeldt; treasurer, A. H. Green; librarian, 
Ernest Palmer; directors, H. A. Clark, A. H. 
Borchers, Allan I. Wolff. There were two 
tickets in the field; one known as the Institute 
Ticket and the other the Administration Ticket. 
Quite a contest arose over the joint library 
owned by the Fire Underwriters Association 
of the Northwest, the Fire Insurance Club of 
Chicago, and the Chicago Board of Under- 
writers. A proposition had recently been made 
that the library be incorporated so as to insure 
its perpetuity, but the representatives of the 
Northwestern Underwriters Association got 
the impression that the Chicago Board of 
Underwriters was trying to take away their 
library, when nothing of this sort was in- 
tended, nor even suggested, by the advocates 
of the incorporation. Had the advocates of 
the Institute Ticket known that an issue would 
have been made of this at the meeting, they 
world have been fully prepared for it, and 
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would, of course, have had no difficulty what- 
ever in showing the membership that the ad- 
vocates of the Administration Ticket were en- 
tirely mistaken in this matter. The contest 
over the offices was quite spirited, but all of 
the candidates on both tickets were among the 
best men in the club. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 


New England Exchange Meetings.—The 
summer meetings of the New England Insur- 
ance Exchange have been arranged as follows: 
July 13, August 17 and September 28. The 
last meeting before the summer schedule of 
meetings above outlined goes into effect was 
held Saturday, June 1. 


Retail Hardware Mutual Licensed.—The 
Retail Hardware Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Minnesota has been admitted to do 
business in Massachusetts, and has appointed 
as agent in that State John D. Arnold of 
Fitchburg, Mass. The company reports a net 
surplus, as of December 31 last, $492,288. 


E. B. Fletcher Eulogized.—At Tuesday's 
meeting of the Boston Board of Underwriters 
the regular business of the meeting was omitted 
out of respect to the memory of the late E. B. 
Fletcher, of the firm of John C. Paige & Co. 
Eulogistic remarks were made by several 
members of the Board, after which the presi- 
dent appointed a committee on resolutions as 
follows: A. W. Burke, Henry M. Fenton, 
Edmund Winchester, Edward D. Blake and 
John J. Cornish. 


Mutual Company to Write Inland Marine. 
—The first “foreign” mutual insurance com- 
pany to do a marine business in Massachusetts 
has been licensed this week under the provis- 
ions of a law just enacted by the present Leg- 
islature. This company is the Central Manu- 
facturers Mutual of Van Wert, Ohio, which, 
however, will not write ocean marine but so- 
called ‘‘inland” marine lines. 


United British of London, Eng. 


The United British Insurance Company, Ltd., 
of London, Eng., has just entered the United 
States to transact fire and marine insurance, 
and has placed $1,000,000 of assets in this coun- 
try. The company is held in high esteem in 
England, the chairman of the board of directors 
being Laurence Richard Philipps, J. P., a mem- 
ber of the well-known English family and 
younger brother of Lord St. Davids. Another 
brother is Sir Owen Philipps, G.C.M.G., who is 
chairman of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Com- 
pany, Union Castle and a number of other im- 
portant British ship-owning and industrial com- 
panies. Still another brother is Major-General 
Sir Ivor Philipps, D.S.O., chairman of the World 
Marine and General Insurance Company, Ltd. 
Laurence Philipps is chairman of the Court Line 
and Cressington Steamship Company and 4i- 
rector in various other corporations. The 
directors of the company are men of large 
affairs, one of them, L. R. Brading, having 
been marine underwriter of the Eagle, Star and 
British Dominions Insurance Company, Ltd. 
and now being marine underwriter of the United 
British, the Motor Union and the British Com 
monwealth. H. J. Whitcomb, another directo!, 
is general manager of the United British and 
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also of the Motor Union and the British Com- 
monwealth. Other directors of the United 
British are C. H. Dodd, W. Rees-Jeffreys, S. B. 
Hollingsworth and P. E. Haldin. The United 
British, the Motor Union and the British Com- 
monwealth are jointly operated, and we are in- 
formed that their combined assets exceed 
$50,000,000. 

The United British has appointed the Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York as United States 
trustee, and its United States managers are 
C. P. Stewart & Co., Inc., of New York. C. P. 
Stewart, who is president of this corporation, 
is also president of the American Merchant Ma- 
rine Insurance Company of New York, and the 
marine business of the United British in the 
United States will be managed in conjunction 
with that of the American Merchant Marine by 
Wade Robinson as marine underwriter. George 
A. Viehmann, who is vice-president of C. P. 
Stewart & Co., Ine., is president of the New 
Jersey Insurance Company of Newark and the 
New Brunswick Fire Insurance Company of New 
Brunswick, and the fire branch of the United 
British will be conducted in conjunction with 
the business of the New Jersey and the New 
Brunswick Fire. Gresham Ennis, who is vice- 
president and secretary of C. P. Stewart & Co., 
Inc., and also secretary of the New Jersey In- 
surance Company, will be associated with Mr. 
Viehmann in the management of the United 
British. The office of the fire branch of the 
United British will be at 40 Clinton street, 
Newark, N. J. The Western branch of the fire 
department will be in charge of H. H. Ingalls 
at Chicago, whose jurisdiction will be the Middle 
West, while the Pacific department at San Fran- 
cisco will be conducted by the Associated 
Underwriters, of which W. W. Alverson is man- 
ager. The United British will enter about 
twenty States. 


Sumner Ballard is United States Fire 
Manager 

The National of Copenhagen, Denmark, which 
entered the United States in 1917, has appointed 
Sumner Ballard of New York as its United 
States manager of its fire department, which 
writes reinsurance by treaty only in the United 
States. Mr. Ballard is widely known as insur- 
ance editor of the New York Journal of Com- 
merce, as president of the International Insur- 
ance Company of New York, and as United 
States manager of the Jakor of Moscow and the 
Skandinavia Reinsurance of Copenhagen. N. D. 
Despard continues as manager of the National’s 
marine department for the United States. 


Canadian Map-Making Transferred 


The Canadian Fire Underwriters Association 
has taken over the making of maps for Eastern 
Canada and has organized the Underwriters Sur- 
vey Bureau, Ltd., to handle the work hereafter. 
Similar associations are being formed in the 
Western provinces. Charles E. Goad of London 
has heretofore made the insurance maps for 
Canada, but because of high charges and 
alleged arbitrary action his interests have been 
purchased. 


The U-Boat Raid 


The raid of German U-boats upon shipping 
off the New Jersey coast has caused an ad- 
vance in war risk insurance rates and has 
stimulated the demand for bombardment and 
war risk insurance during the past week, 


THE SPECTATOR 


STANDING COMMITTEES 





Named for National Board of Fire 
Underwriters by President 
Buswell 





ALL SECTIONS REPRESENTED 





Careful and Appropriate Selections for Various 
Branches of the Board’s Work 


President F. C. Buswell, of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters, has appointed the follow- 
ing standing committees for the current year: 


ACTUARIAL BUREAU 

James Wyper, chairman, Hartford; J. E. 
Lopez, New York; Thos. C.’ Temple, Hartford; 
Sheldon Catlin, Philadelphia; C. S. Conklin, 
New York; L. R. Welch, Fitchburg, Mass.; W. 
A. Blodgett, New York; Wilfred Kurth, New 
York; C. A. L. Purmort, Van Wert, Ohio; G. H. 
Tryon, Hartford; W. L. Steele, New York. 


ADJUSTMENTS 
C. D. Dunlop, chairman, Providence; Chas. E. 
Sheldon, Rockford, I1l.; Clarence F. Low, New 
Orleans; Frank Lock, New York; S. Y. Tupper, 
Atlanta; Henry E. Rees, Hartford; W. J. Pat- 
terson, Pittsburgh; John Marshall, Jr., Chicago; 
William Hare, New York. 


CLAUSES AND FORMS 
Hugh R. Loudon, chairman, New York; P. H. 
Willmott, Watertown, N. Y.; J. B. Morton, 
Philadelphia; C. R. Tuttle, Chicago; F. W. Jen- 
ness, Rochester, N. Y.; W. F. Goodwin, New 
York; A. N. Williams, Hartford; W. R. Pres- 
cott, Atlanta; C. E. Porter, New York. 


CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS 

E. T. Cairns, chairman, New York; Walter 
Adlard, Boston; F. W. Day, New York; Chas. H. 
Hahn, Albany; A. F. Howard, Portsmouth, N. 
H.; W. L. Jones, Milwaukee; E. G. Pieper, 
Providence; R. C. Christopher, New York; J. A. 
Kelsey, New York. 

FINANCE 

W. H. Stevens, chairman, Watertown, N. Y.; 
Waite Bliven, Philadelphia; Gustav Wollaeger, 
Jr., Milwaukee; Edward Meinel, New York; 
Otto E. Schaefer, New York; W. H. McCarthy, 
Richmond, Va.; Victor Roth, New Haven; H. H. 
Bergmann, Washington, D. C.; W. P. Young, 
New York. 


FIRE PREVENTION AND ENGINEERING 
STANDARDS 

Sheldon Catlin, chairman, Philadelphia; Fred 
A. Hubbard, New York; Whitney Palache, Hart- 
ford; H. W. Letton, Chicago; C. W. Gerwig, 
Pittsburgh; P. L. Hoadley, Newark, N. J.; Geo. 
B. Edwards, New York; J. H. Packard, New 
York; J. H. Brewster, Hartford; W. C. Law- 
rence, Trenton, N. J.; T. A. Ralston, New York. 


INCENDIARISM AND ARSON 
N. S. Bartow, chairman, New York; C. V. 
Meserole, New York; J. B. Branch, Providence; 
A. W. Thornton, San Francisco; Ernest Boyd, 
New York; Jesse E. White, New York; O. E. 
Lane, New York; Milton Dargan, Atlanta; C. J. 
Wister, Philadelphia; Henry W. Gray, Jr., 
Hartford; E. C. Benton, Boston; A. G. Dugan, 
Chicago; A. D. Baker, Lansing; W. T. Howe, 

Hartford; D. H. Dunham, Newark, N. J. 


LAWS 
H. A. Smith, chairman, Hartford; George W. 
Babb, New York; Neal Bassett, Chicago; Henry 
W. Eaton, New York; E. C. Irvin, Philadelphia; 
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C. A. Ludlum, New York; Edward Milligan, 
Hartford; P. D. McGregor, Chicago; J. O. Platt, 
Philadelphia; C. G. Smith, New York; S. Y. 
Tupper, Atlanta; W. R. Prescott, Atlanta; Geo. 
R. Branson, New York; P. L. Hoadley, Newark, 
N. J.; J. B. Levison, San Francisco; J. C. 
Harding, Chicago; R. M. Bissell, Hartford; P. 
Beresford, New/York; Chas. H. Po8t, New York; 
Geo. L. Shepley, Providence; Gustav Wollaeger, 
Jr., Milwaukee (chairman of law committee of 
Board of Fire Underwriters of Pacific when 
named). 
MEMBERSHIP 

Geo. R. Branson, chairman, New York; James 
Marshall, New York; Chas. B. Reiter, Pitts- 
burgh; Sam B. Stoy, San Francisco; C. F. Stur- 
hahn, Hartford; B. G. Chapman, Jr., St. Louis; 
M. B. Yates, Philadelphia; J. G. Wickser, Buf- 
falo; E. D. Jenison, Albany. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
E. W. West, chairman, Glens Falls; Frank 
Lock, New York; C. F. Shallcross, New York; 
H. A. Smith, Hartford; Chas. H. Post, New 
York; A. M. Thorburn, New York; F. R. Bige- 
low, St. Paul; Geo. M. Lovejoy, Hartford; D. H. 
Dunham, Newark, N. J. 


STATISTICS AND ORIGIN OF FIRES 


Otho E. Lane, chairman, New York; W. B. 
Meikle, Toronto; Major A. White, New York; 
E. W. Butcher, Petersburg, Va.; J. Lynn Trus- 
cott, Camden, N. J.; H. R. Bush, Greensboro, 
N. C.; Summer Ballard, New York. 


UNIFORM ACCOUNTING 

E. G. Richards, chairman, New York; Lewis 
W. Crockett, Manchester, N. H.; W. H. Stevens, 
Watertown, N. Y.; Clarence F. Low, New 
Orleans; Chas. E. Sheldon, Rockford, Ill.; Wil- 
fred Kurth, New York; A. N. Williams, Hart- 
ford; J. B. Levison, San Francisco; B. M. Cul- 
ver, New York; Geo. G. Bulkley, Springfield, 
Mass.; S. E. Locke, Hartford. 


Hawkeye Securities Fire Insurance 
Company, Des Moines 

It is proposed that the Hawkeye Securities 
Fire Insurance Company, which is now being 
organized at Des Moines, Ia., with an authorized 
capital of $1,000,000, will also have a surplus of 
$1,000,000. R. S. Howell, president of the com- 
pany, has spent his entire business life in the 
insurance business, and is considered one of 
the best-posted fire underwriters in the Middle 
West. He was assistant secretary of the Hawk- 
eye-Des Moines Fire Insurance Company at the 
time of its purchase by the Firemans Fund of 
San Francisco. 

W. S. Hazard, Jr., the vice-president of the 
company, has also had a liberal fire insurance 
experience, mainly in connection with agency 
work, and he will participate actively in the 
management of the company. The secretary and 
vice-president, H. C. Hargrove, is one of the 
foremost silo manufacturers in the country, 
while the secretary, H. S. Butler, has just re- 
signed the vice-presidency of the Iowa National 
Bank. C. M. Garver, the treasurer, is a man of 
wide financial experience, and will have special 
charge of the company’s investments, giving 
particular attention to mortgage loans, etc. 

It is anticipated that the Hawkeye Securities 
Fire will soon secure a firm foothold in the 
State of Iowa, whose people are unusually loyal 
to home institutions, and that the company can 
also secure any desired amount of reinsurance 
from other companies on account of its large 
resources, the experience of its officer= and the 
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shortage of reinsurance facilities occasioned by 
the withdrawal of a number of foreign com- 
panies. The personnel of the official staff is one 
of the new company’s best assets, and there is 
every reason to believe that the company will 
be successful from the start. 


To Curtail Automobile Thefts 


A new plan designed to curtail automobile 
thievery in Des Moines will be put into effect 
when the council passes an ordinance requir- 
ing that second-hand purchases of automobiles 
be registered with the police, and that the au- 
tomobile be held intact for fifteen days after 
purchase. The police claim that the majority 
of stolen cars are sold to second-hand dealers. 
They paint them and otherwise alter and im- 
prove them so as to make them more salable. 
This prevents identification in most cases. The 
proposed registration will include a complete 
and detailed description of the car and its sev- 
eral parts. 


Equity Fire Receiver Gets Judgments 

C. C. Hamilton, receiver for the late Equity 
Fire of Sioux City, has won a point in District 
Court at Sioux City. Judgments were granted 
against some 200 stockholders who had failed to 
make payment of assessments levied by the re- 


ceiver. Several thousand dollars are involved. 


THE SPECTATOR 
KANSAS RATES 


Decision as to Surcharge Postponed to 
June 20 by Commissioner 





MAY ALLOW INCREASE ON SOME RISKS 





Rates on Farm Properties Likely to Advance 
About 10 Per Cent 


The fire insurance companies have not been 
allowed the ten per cent surcharge on all fire 
premiums in Kansas. On a part of the appli- 
cation the Commissioner, C. J. Wilson, is in- 
clined to refuse to permit the charge, while on 
other sections it seems proper to make the 
allowance. 

It is estimated that the new railroad sched- 
ules will cost the companies not less than one 
hundred thousand dollars a year in Kansas alone 
in increased railroad fares. The increased cost 
of building materials used in replacements on 
partial losses also adds materially to the cost 
of the fire business in the State. The premium 
tax also adds to the costs which the policy- 
holders are expected to bear. But the Commis- 
sioner does not feel that any allowance should 
be made for the excess profits and the capital 
stock taxes assessed by the Government, and it 
is his contention that these should be paid by 
the companies and not by the policyholders. 
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In presenting the case to the Commissioner 
the companies used the experience of a single 
company in showing the increased cost of doing 
business. But this company paid a dividend of 
more than thirty per cent last year and also de- 
clared a one hundred per cent stock dividend. 
It is the belief of the Commissioner that a com- 
pany which could do this could well afford to 
pay all the unusual war taxes on the insurance 
business and not pass these taxes on to the 
policyholders. 

The Commissioner is carrying on an investiga- 
tion of fire insurance company affairs, and this 
will not be completed for some time. He asked 
the companies to wait until June 20 for a de- 
cision to be reached. The companies were told 
frankly that unless they could wait until this 
date the Commissioner would refuse the appli- 
eation if a decision should be made now. 

A material increase in the rural fire insur- 
ance premiums in Kansas probably will be an- 
nounced about June 10. Special examiners of 
the Kansas Insurance. Department have prac- 
tically completed their investigations into the 
farm experience of the fire companies operating 
in Kansas. The companies filed tables showing 
an average increase of about 16 2/3 per cent. 
The partial reports of the examiners indicate 
that the companies are entitled to some in- 
creases in rates on farm business, and the indi- 
cations are that the Department is prepared to 
grant an increase which will average 10 per cent 
on all farm schedules. 


Examination of New Jersey Insurance 
Company 

The New Jersey Insurance Company of 
Newark has been examined by Joseph Froggatt 
on behalf of the Department of Banking and 
Insurance of New Jersey. The examination was 
made as of December 31, 1917, and shows ad- 
mitted assets aggregating $2,421,571, with a 
capital of $1,000,000 and a net surplus of $256,- 
688. The Deputy Commissioner states that “‘the 
examination appears from the report to have 
been very thorough. The suggestions and 
recommendations of the examiner have the ap- 
proval of the Department and should be carried 
out. * * * The report bears evidence that 
the condition of the company has quite ma- 
terially improved. * * * Taken as a whole, 
the report makes a very good showing for the 
company.”’ 

George A. Viehmann, president of the New 
Jersey Insurance Company, is also president of 
the New Brunswick Fire Insurance Company 
and manager of the fire department of the 
United States branch of the United British of 
London. 


Differential Denied in Wisconsin 

The Wisconsin Insurance Department has re- 
fused to permit the companies writing farm 
fire insurance to charge a differential in rates 
as between Northern and Southern Wisconsin 
because of the higher loss ratio in some of the 
northern counties. It insisted that the basis 
rate must be uniform throughout the State. The 
companies then asked to be allowed to impose 
a charge in the northern territory on risks 
where wood was used for fuel and there were 
shingle roofs, because of the spark hazard. The 
Department would consent to this only in case 
the charge was made general ‘throughout the 
State, in which case it would affect many risks 
in the southern section, where the experience 
has been more satisfactory. In consequence, 





June 


some 
ance 

prepa 
agent 
differs 
was li 


Ne 


Am 
adjust 
by the 
be hel 
made 
compa 
bureat 
give a 
selecti 
moters 
tagoni: 
but be 
with a 


Be 
tinenta 
ment o 
for all 
Mr. Bu 
agency 

C. R. 
pointm 
succeed 
special 
ford a1 
Holton. 


The ec 
murrer 
B. Sulli 
tendent 
asking 
destroy 
Mutual 
tion ha: 
entered 
fall. 


Centra 

The Ce 
has bee 
State, a 
has bee 
statemer 
1, 1918, s 
of $500,0( 
D. Delme 
urer, anc 


Po 


In orde 
insurances 
surance 
grain in 
not yet | 
take a ce 
understos 
ager of 
will have 


—A dail 
of an opp 
sylvania cc 
another pa 





day 


oner 
ngle 
oing 
d of 
» de- 
lend. 
-om- 
d to 
ance 

the 


‘iga- 
this 
sked 
de- 
told 
this 
ppli- 


sur- 
an- 
s of 
rac- 

the 
iting 
wing 
sent. 
cate 

in- 
indi- 
d to 
cent 


of 
rzatt 
and 
was 
ad- 
ha 
296,- 
“the 
have 
and 
ap- 
rried 
that 


hole, 
» the 


New 
it of 
pany 

the 


3 re- 
farm 
‘ates 
ynsin 
t the 
yasis 

The 
pose 
risks 
were 


case 
the 
risks 
lence 
ance, 





June 6, 1918 


some companies will stop writing farm insur- 
ance in the northern counties and pthers are 
preparing to reduce their commissions to 
agents. They attribute the agitation against the 
differential to a few agents, and claim that there 
was little protest from the insured. 


New Adjustment Company Forming 

A meeting to complete the organization of the 
adjustment company which is being promoted 
by the Western Insurance Bureau interests will 
be held by the middle of June. Efforts are being 
made to secure subscriptions from a number of 
companies outside the membership of the 
bureau, and organization has been deferred to 
give as large a number as possible a voice in 
selecting the officers and managers. The pro- 
moters insist that there is no suggestion of an- 
tagonism to the Western Adjustment Company, 
but believe that conditions will be improved 
with another organization in the field. 


Iowa Appointments 

J. F. Donica, State agent for Iowa for the Con- 
tinental of New York, announces the appoint- 
ment of J. Harrison Bunten to be special agent 
for all of Iowa in the recording department. 
Mr. Bunten has been with the Burton C. Wilson 
agency at Waterloo. 

C. R. Tyrrell will shortly announce the ap- 
pointment of a special agent for the Royal to 
succeed C, R. Bogart, who recently became 
special agent for Iowa for the Phenix of Hart- 
ford and the Connecticut under George W. 
Holton. 


Sullivan Case Demurrer Filed 


The court at Springfield, Ill., sustained a de- 
murrer to the original declaration filed by Percy 
B. Sullivan against former Insurance Superin- 
tendent Potts and several insurance companies, 
asking for damages for alleged conspiracy to 
destroy the business of the Assureds National 
Mutual Fire of Decatur. An amended declara- 
tion has been filed and a demurrer has been 
entered to this. The case will be heard in the 
fall. 


Central: National Fire Enters New York 

The Central National Fire of Des Moines, Ia., 
has been licensed to do business in New York 
State, and George Shevlin of New York city 
has been appointed its general agent. The 
statement of the Central National as of January 
1, 1918, shows $883,735 of assets, a cash capital 
of $500,000 and a net surplus of $352,348. George 
D. Delmege is president, Simon Casady is treas- 
urer, and Theodore F. Grefe is secretary. 


Pool to Provide Grain Insurance 

In order to meet the unusual demand for grain 
insurance, a pool to include about 240 fire in- 
surance companies has been formed to cover 
grain in terminal elevators. The details have 
not yet been arranged, but each company will 
take a certain percentage of a total line. It is 
understood that J. W. Cochran, Western man- 
ager of the Fire Association of Philadelphia, 
will have charge of the plan. 


—A daily report examiner of experience may learn 
of an opportunity to become identified with a Penn- 
sylvania company by consulting the advertisement on 
another page of this issue. 
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U. S. Bureau of Education and 
National Board of Fire Under- 
writers Co-operating 








A PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPERIMENT 





Carefulness and Fire Prevention to Be Made 
Interesting to Children 
Children are naturally interested in fire; can 
they also be interested in fire prevention? The 
United States Bureau of Education believes that 
they can, and to this end is sending to State 


_and county superintendents and to local boards 


of education throughout the nation copies of a 
91-page illustrated manual upon the subject that 
has just been prepared by The National Board 
of Fire Underwriters, with the suggestion that 
it be made a regular text book for use in the 
first half of the seventh grade work. This idea 
has been endorsed by many National and State 
officials. The booklet in question is entitled 
“Safeguarding the Home Against Fire,’’ with a 
sub-title, ‘““A Fire Prevention Manual for the 
School Children of America.’’ It has been in 
preparation by the National Board for more than 
a year, and may be said to represent the con- 
sensus of opinion of the highest authorities as 
to practical methods by which the fire peril may 
be greatly reduced in millions of homes. 

Howeyer, the real purpose goes much deeper 
than that of mere instruction. It is psychologi- 
eal. Fire prevention has of late years been 
coming to the fore with growing recognition of 
the preventability of most fires, and is now 
undergoing an interesting development. Here- 
tofore the subject has been largely one of en- 
gineering—properly so—but engineering alone 
will not make people careful. Even good con- 
struction, with careless occupants, will still 
present a menace and authorities have reached 
the conclusion that nearly all fires are directly 
or indirectly traceable to human carelessness. 

Carelessness is a psychological problem. Can 
it be entirely eliminated? Probably not. Can it 
be greatly reduced? Most certainly it can. Will 
its reduction be accompanied by a correspond- 
ing reduction in fire loss? Undoubtedly. How, 
then, shall this psychological problem be dealt 
with? 

It is hard to change the habits of grown 
people. A thing which the child quickly per- 
ceives and assimilates often produces slight 
effect upon the person of middle age. There- 
fore, there has long been a growing conviction 
that in order to strike at the base of American 
carelessness, which in turn is at the base of 
American fire waste, it will be necessary to 
educate the forming mind of the child. 

Now, most people conceive of education as 
the giving of instruction. The word ‘‘educate,”’ 
however, is derived from a directly opposite 
idea—that of drawing out or developing from 
within—and the best teachers accomplish re- 
sults by giving no instruction apart from an 
attempt to awaken the child’s natural interest in 
the subject under discussion. For these reasons 
it can be seen that a manual of even the most 
practical fire prevention rules might still miss 
the mark. With this thought in mind, the 
authorities of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers have sought to make the subjects of fire 
prevention and of carefulness of genuine in- 
terest to children. 

The booklet named contains eighteen illus- 
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trated lessons, with thumb-nail marginal 
sketches. It is designed to impress children 
with the frequency and destructiveness of fires 
and how to prevent them; deals with Matches, 
Lights, Stoves and Furnaces, Open Fires, Cook- 
ing and Cleaning, Rubbish, Kerosene, Gasoline, 
Electricity, Acetylene, Smoking, Miscellaneous 
Materials, Holidays, and various familiar 
hazards and their appropriate precautions. 

From start to finish, the manual has been 
kept within the understanding and interest of 
the child reader. In addition to its many pic- 
tures, it contains numerous illustrative inci- 
dents and anecdotes, and each of the lessons 
closes with a practical summary of rules, fitting 
it for text-book use. 

The potential future of America lies, of 
course, in the millions of children within its 
schools. Their adaptability, their enthusiasm, 
and their energy are forces which can be used 
to almost incalculable advantage, if wisely 
guided. Perhaps no experiment has ever been 
undertaken upon so large a scale for the purpose 
of creating habits of carefulness and conserva- 
tion. If reasonably successful it should result 
in the saving of life and property beyond calcu- 
lation. 


Special Agency Changes 

W. E. Page, heretofore Iowa, Missouri and 
Nebraska special agent for the Rochester de- 
partment of the Great American of New York, 
becomes general adjuster at Chicago. G. S. 
Petrik has been appointed special agent for the 
Atlas of London, with headquarters at Pitts- 
burgh. He formerly represented the City of 
New York in Ohio and West Virginia. I. W._ 
Elwell becomes special agent for the Hartford 
Fire for Colorado, with headquarters at Denver. 


War Risks to Cover Foreign Vessels 


The House bill in Congress providing for the 
extension of war risk marine insurance so as to 
include vessels flying foreign friendly flags, their 
cargoes and their crews has been passed, with 
some slight amendment. The need for this legis- 
lation was pointed out by the Shipping Board, 
and was undertaken principally to relieve the 
conditions surrounding the Board’s handling 
of the foreign vessels taken over from time to 
time. 


J. L. Whitlock Honored 


J. L. Whitlock, who recently terminated his 
long connection with the Glens Falls Insurance 
Company, was presented with a handsome gold 
watch by the company, and with a loving cup 
by the employees during the course of a dinner 
at the Glens Falls Country Club, which was 
attended by eighty-five officials and employees 
of the company. 


May Tornado Losses Heavy 
J. B. Herriman, secretary of the Iowa Mutual 
Tornado Insurance Association, says that May 
has been the worst month for storms in his 
thirty-five years’ experience in the business. 
He estimates the losses of his company for the 
month at considerably over $300,000. 


—Expert fire accountant desirous of forming a 
connection with an established company should reply 
to the advertisement printed elsewhere in this issue. 

—The Christiania General, Christiania, Norway, has 
been licensed in Ohio. Cecil H. Julian, Columbus, 
was appointed agent, 
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THE TUBERCULOSIS DEATH RATE IN 1917 





Increase in Mortality Shown During the Past Year as 
Compared with 1916 





CAUSE OF DISEASE IS A PROBLEM 





Need for Close Medical Examination—Preventive Measures—National 
Tuberculosis Association 


By FREDERICK L. HOFFMAN 


For the first time in years the tuberculosis death rate of American 
cities shows a distinct upward tendency, in contrast to a _ persistent 
decline in the past. Comparing the year 1917 with the previous year, 
there was an increase in the rate for 35 American cities from 148.6 per 
100,000 of population in 1916 to 152.5 in 1917. This actual increase of 
3.9 per 100,000 is equivalent to 2.6 per cent. The increase, while not 
alarming, is nevertheless significant, and possibly in a measure attribu- 
table to war conditions. There has, without doubt, been a marked 
falling off in public interest in public health measures of local concern, in 
view of the otherwise most gratifying response to appeals for money and 
service in the furtherance of a multitude of war charities and related 
activities. The precise effect of this cannot be determined, of course, 
at the present time. The details of the mortality variations during the 
last eleven years are shown in the table below: 


MORTALITY FROM PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS IN 35 AMERICAN 
CITIES, 1907-1917. 
(Rates per 100,000 of Population) 











Relative Kate, 
YEARS. Population. Deaths. Rate. 1907 as 100. 
Pr Serre rrr ee 15,491,267 29,549 190.7 100 
rer 16,014,235 28,720 179.3 94 
res ere 16,464,980 28,462 172.9 91 
DD i Aiansaswseunorsanaces 17,012,722 29,962 176.1 92 
those sua in ss sauces 17,442,980 29,048 166.5 87 
Ue | ere ae 82,426,184 145,741 176.8 93 
lata Pu hie eee wee ches 17,895,192 28,183 157.5 83 
rr er rere 18,322,037 28,620 156.2 82 
| ee ee 18,756,577 29,558 157.6 83 
BE 656K bad aKechgawnence 19,209,832 29,736 154.8 81 
Csi titad hers viaevacsda 19,636,951 29,182 148.6 78 
IG iis ca seatsccacisians 93,820,589 145,279 154.8 81 
DO ois cxssvdostsersss sober 20,113,139 30,676 152.5 80 

















This table represents the collective experience of 35 representative 
American cities, including an aggregate population of approximately 
one-fifth of the entire continental United States. Reviewing the period 
of eleven years, it is shown that the rate for 1917 was, nevertheless, the 
lowest on record with the exception of the rate for the previous year. 
The increase is accounted for with difficulty in the absence of a complete 
analysis of the returns for individual cities by age and sex. 


THE COMPLEX PROBLEM OF DISEASE CAUSATION 


As is well known, the tuberculosis death rate depends invariably upon 
a variety of factors and not upon a single cause or readily ascertainable 
predominating condition. Mill, in his ‘System of Logic,’’ many years 
ago laid down the principle that ‘‘It is seldom, if ever, between a conse- 
quent and one single antecedent that this invariable sequence subsists. 
It is usually between a consequent and the sum of several antecedents.” 
No disease emphasizes the truth of this principle of causation more 
clearly than tuberculosis in its various forms. The most notable recent 
contribution to the study of tuberculosis, with special reference to causes 
and conditions favoring prevalence and local distribution, is by Louis 
Cobbett, M.D., F.R.C.S., University Lecturer in Pathology, Cambridge, 
England. This treatise includes extended observations on ‘‘The Tribute 
Exacted by Tuberculosis,” ‘‘The Decline of Tuberculosis,’ ‘‘The Extent 
to which Each Sex Has Shared in the Decline of Tuberculosis,” ‘The 
Etiology of Tuberculosis,’ ‘“‘Portals of Entry of Tubercle Bacilli, Pre- 
natal Infection and Post-Natal Infection,’’ ‘‘The Relation Between 
Animal and Human Tuberculosis,’’ etc. From a life insurance point of 
view, this work is of the first importance. Under “Etiology” the author 
considers such immediately practical questions as the relative im- 
portance of seed and soil; the argument against contagiousness based 
on the frequency of infection; the influence of ‘‘Dose’’ and of individual 
susceptibility, as shown by experiments on animals; the scanty evidence 
of contagion; latency; the comparative immunity of doctors and nurses, 
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the question of marital infection; the influence of heredity; variation in 
the relative fatality of tuberculosis in men, women and chldren in dif- 
ferent localities, etc.; the alleged escape of the wives and children of men 
who suffer from certain forms of occupational phthisis; the nature of the 
“‘phthisis’’ which is associated with certain dusty trades; and finally, the 
prevention of tuberculosis and the relative value of measures based upon 
treatment of early cases, and those which aim at limiting the spread of 
infection. 

This formidable array of highly specialized considerations which under- 
lie the general problem of tuberculosis diagnosis, treatment, control and 
prevention clearly suggests the imperative necessity of a sustained pub- 
lic interest in the furtherance of all measures and means by which a re- 
currence of the disease to its former proportions can be prevented and 
a further reduction in the death rate can be achieved. Even the most 
optimistic believers in the value of preventive methods no longer make 
claims to the possibilities of early and complete eradication. 


RECENT CHANGES IN THE DEATH RATE 


Regardless of a general increase in the tuberculosis death rate during 
1917, the observed decline in former years continued in 16 out of the 35 
cities under review. The table following exhibits in detail the returns 
for individual cities for the periods 1907-11, 1912-16 and the year 1917 as 
a means of convenient comparison: 


MORTALITY FROM PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS IN 35 AMERICAN 
CITIES, 1907-1917. 
(Rates per 100,000 of Population) 

















DIFFERENCE IN THE RATE 
TO THAT OF 1912-1916. 
Cities. 1907-1911. | 1912-1916. 1917. 
Actual. Per Cent. 
| 
| 

Baltimore..............| 226.8 204.3 213.9 | +9.6 4.7 
BieMMenaMm. «.../:.60.55 « 237.9 188.2 169.2 —19.0 10.1 
BOSONS as nose 50s so 0s'si « 167.1 144.1 137.3 — 6.8 4.7 
Brdgepoert.. 6. ccs cee 149.5 102.0 162 0 +60.0 58.8 
LL Rea ear 125.0 136.4 149.4 +13.0 9.5 
OUMARO cs 5 sc. 5cis:6ias iets 158.9 144.5 128.9 —15.6 10.8 
DANON S555 '5% vious eee 171.4 135.1 135.7 + 0.6 0.4 
IER Fa. sieisce eee tie ea 324.9 237.5 207.5 —30.0 12.6 
PIGILONE s/n sinisie 40s sins 94.9 113.2 136.5 +23.3 20.6 
AM RIVOE ois scetesacsveruco.os 139.4 135.2 141.0 + 5.8 "£3 
RAND ie vis «soins sae 155.1 91.6 171.9 +80.3 87.7 
Indianapolis... ..........<'s 181.8 169.5 149.5 —20.0 11.8 
Los Angeles........0...+:- 242.7 203 .4 177.0 —26.4 13.0 
LOUISVINE. <5)6.0:5-0:0 5:4 0%58 205.0 170.9 139.1 —31.8 18.6 
Milwaukee............. 107.6 86.1 85.4 — 0.7 0.8 
Minneapolis............ 117.9 117.8 119.4 + 1.6 1.4 
Nashville............... 212.7 185.2 152.4 —32.8 17.7 
NRWATES iio: Xiasie woes 204.9 152.6 167.9 +15.3 10.0 
New Haven....:....... 154.9 101.9 111.0 + 9.1 8.9 
New Orleans........... 256.8 254.8 290.2 +35.4 13.9 
OW PERS. vicioisiecsica-o 5 soe 190.6 167.4 158.9 — 8.5 5.1 
PAtEISON so 0 6(0 5): 5.10 9: 0)0 9) 155.2 123.3 127.4 + 4.1 3.3 
Philadelphia............ 199.5 167.6 172.3 + 4.7 2.8 
eo eee 146.0 125.0 137.4 +12.4 9.9 
RICMIMONG . «6.5 05:01 «5-5 5-5 215.1 186.1 163.8 —22.3 12.0 
Rochester...... eer 128.6 95.4 96.7 1.3 1.4 
EIRENE iiya pe isatg os 164.3 135.5 184.7 +49 .2 36.3 
St. Paul... 108.4 107.8 114.5 + 6.7 6.2 
San Francisco.......... 173.0 170.9 162.0 — 8.9 5.2 
RAUEIE  sinaciesanes seni 86.7 63.4 55.9 — 7.5 11.8 
BREN ARE 5s bacco sve: 90.8 55.0 45.0 —10.0 18.2 
BRINE. co, «> tiaiavos wae 107.3 92.8 86.4 — 6.4 6.9 
S22 ARES OR Ta 164.1 178.2 +14.1 8.6 
WaASTINStONs 6 5:50. 0) 3:4 229.0 198.7 160.9 —37.8 19.0 
WHOBQORLEE 56. cn ea csc 126.8 116.1 119.2 + 3.1 2.7 
IVETORO oso 8558 176.8 154.8 152.5 — 2.3 1.5" 




















UNEXPLAINED CAUSES OF LOCAL INCREASE OR DECLINE 

During the year under review the rate was highest in the city of New 
Orleans, or 290.2 per 100,000 of population, followed by Baltimore with a 
rate of 213.9, and Denver with a rate of 207.5. These three cities, how- 
ever, are affected by special conditions, such as a large negro population 
in New Orleans and Baltimore, and a large proportion of pulmonary in- 
valids in Denver. For comparative purposes, therefore, the table re- 
quires to be used with caution. The lowest rate, which for practical 
purposes is probably more useful and conclusive, prevailed in Spokane, 
Wash., or 45.0 per 100,000, followed by Seattle, with a rate of 55.9, Mil- 
waukee with 85.4, Syracuse with 86.4, and Rochester with 96.7. The 
reasons for this relative immunity have not been ascertained, though 
obviously a matter of the foremost practical and scientific interest. It 
has been alleged that the registration in the State of Washington is in- 
complete, but no conclusive evidence has been advanced, and on the 
basis of a special investigation by the Census Office this assertion has 
conclusively been shown to be entirely erroneous. Certainly no such 
claim would be advanced regarding the cities of Milwaukee, Syracuse and 
Rochester, all of which had tuberculosis death rates during 1917 of less 
than 100 per 100,000 of population. In four of the five cities with low 
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tuberculosis death rates there was a further decline in the rate during 
the year under review. For certain cities, such, for illustration, as 
Bridgeport, the rates are of doubtful value on account of profound popu- 
lation changes in consequence of the war. 

The observed increases in the rates for Buffalo, Detroit, Hartford, 
New Orleans and St. Louis are deserving of special consideration. They 
are not explicable on the ground of population changes or errors in 
death certification, tabulation or analysis. The argument frequently 
advanced that the high rates for Southern cities are in consequence of 
a predominating negro population merely re-emphasizes the urgency of 
more energetic local measures and methods of prevention and control. 
No satisfactory explanation has been forthcoming why the mortality 
from tuberculosis in the city of Toledo should have been so persistently 
on the increase during the last eleven years, in contrast to a marked 
and considerable decline in the rates for Syracuse and Rochester. Con- 
clusions based upon such an analysis must not, of course, be carried too 
far, but the preceding table will serve the useful purpose of directing the 
attention of life insurance companies and the public to certain localities 
in this country for which the evidence is readily convincing that the 
problem of tuberculosis eradication and control is very far indeed from 
having been successfully solved. 


URGENCY OF MORE THOROUGH METHODS OF EXAMINATION 


Quite to the contrary, the evidence is conclusive that not much 
more than a real beginning has been made in this direction. The immense 
literature of the subject itself is proof that practically every important 
medical, pathological and social aspect of the disease is still a matter 
of controversy and widely divergent beliefs. It is regrettable that the ex- 
perience of life insurance companies could not have been drawn upon to 
better advantage than has actually been the case. Even in the direction of 
thoroughness and conclusiveness in medical examinations for insurance, 
the anticipated aid in the improvement of the diagnosis of the disease in 
its incipient stages has not been forthcoming. Such observations as those 
of Dr. Lawrason Brown of Saranac Lake on the ‘“‘Value of Roentgen Ray 
in Diagnosis of Pulmonary Tuberculosis in War Time’”’ confirm the view 
that without the most modern means of diagnosis present-day methods 
must fall far short in every-day medical practice, and particularly so in 
its application to life insurance requirements. It is, therefore, most 
gratifying to note that during the year under review a new edition of the 
standard treatise on medical examinations for life insurance, by Dr. 
Charles Lyman Greene, should have been issued, under the more compre- 
hensive title ‘‘“Medical Diagnosis for the Student and Practitioner.” This 
work includes a special section on ‘‘Methods and Means Employed in the 
Diagnosis of the Diseases of the Thoracic Viscera,’’ and the examination 
of the chest with special reference to the lungs and pleura. The im- 
portance of thoroughness and painstaking attention to minute details, if 
errors in diagnosis are to be avoided, are brought out by an extended 
discussion of such questions as chest measurements, chest movements, 
palpation, percussion, percussion sounds, the normal percussion sounds, 
spinal percussion zones, special modifications of the percussion note, 
auscultation, vesicular breathing, puerile or harsh respiration, bron- 
chial breathing, tubular breathing, vocal resonance, diminished vocal 
resonance, bronchophony, pectoriloquy, rales, dry rales, moist rales, 
sounds apart, friction sounds and bronchoscopy. The work, in addition, 
includes a descriptive account of intrathoracic radiography and fluor- 
oscopy: the Roentgenographic examination of the lungs and pleura, etc., 
by Frank S. Bissell, M. D., and a full supplementary discussion of 
diseases of the bronchi, lungs and pleura, indicative of a thorough re- 
consideration of the essential facts of modern clinical and hospital ex- 
perience. 

MEDICO-ACTUARIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Aside from the importance of further improvements in methods of 
physical diagnosis, etc., there is the need of more conclusive data on 
such important questions as to the value which should be attached, for 
illustration, to blood-spitting without a distinct history of tuberculosis 
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of the lungs, tuberculosis of the glands and tuberculosis of bone, all of 
which were given only very brief consideration in the report on the 
medico-actuarial mortality investigation. Regarding the history of blood- 
spitting, without a distinct history of tuberculosis of the lungs, it was 
brought out by this investigation that the actual to the expected mor- 
tality in cases where there had been one attack of blood spitting within 
five years of application was 151 per cent; where there had been an 
attack between five and ten years prior to application, 131 per cent; 
and where there had been one or more attacks, but the last one more 
than ten years prior to application, 102 per cent. Even more significant 
are the results, though based upon relatively small numbers, regarding 
applicants with a record of tuberculosis of the glands, including 
scrofulous glands of the neck. Of those who had had an attack within 
ten years of application the ratio of actual to expected deaths was 178 
per cent, but where the attack had been more than ten years prior to the 
application the actual mortality was only 113 per cent to the expected; 
but the death rate from tuberculosis of all kinds was not found to have 
been higher than the normal, but the number of cases under observation 
cannot be considered sufficient to sustain this most important conclusion. 
In the case of applicants with a record of tuberculosis of the bone (hip, 
spine and other joints) the ratio of actual to expected deaths where there 
had been one attack within ten years of application, or at an indefinite 
time in the past, was 190 per cent; but in cases where there had been 
one attack more than ten years prior to application the ratio to ex- 
pected was only 120 per cent. It is stated in connection with these 
observations that, ‘““Among these 134 deaths, tuberculosis of the lungs 
appears in normal proportions, but the death rate from other varieties 
of tuberculosis is decidedly higher than the normal, accounting for 8 per 
cent of the total deaths.”’ 


PRACTICAL VALUE OF THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL TUBER- 
CULOSIS ASSOCIATION TO LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 

These illustrations are sufficient for the purpose of re-emphasizing the 
importance of an active interest in the tuberculosis movement on the 
part of at least the more representative life insurance companies. The 
National Tuberculosis Association is engaged in a task of tremendous 
magnitude, which has never, from the outset, received the public, cor- 
porate and private support urgently demanded by the interests at stake. 
As observed in the review of the tuberculosis death rate for 1916, ‘“‘The 
statistical evidence is entirely conclusive that, in the main, the various 
efforts have been in the right direction, and the results challenge favor- 
able comparison with corresponding efforts in any other field of human 
endeavor for the improvement of the social and sanitary condition of the 
people.’’ The National Tuberculosis Association was never more 
thoroughly organized than it is at the present time or better prepared for 
an active campaign throughout the entire nation, aside from the valuable 
services which are being rendered to the Government and the National 
Red Cross, in connection with the problem of tuberculosis in the army 
at home and abroad. 

Deserving of special mention, however, is the appointment during the 
year of a committee for the scientific study of the dusty trades in which 
the incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis, as conclusively shown by trust- 
worthy data derived almost exclusively from the experience of the in- 
dustrial insurance companies, is decidedly excessive. The work of the 
committee will extend over a number of years, but the outlook is dis- 
tinctly encouraging that practical results will be forthcoming from time 
to time as one industry after another is subjected to critical considera- 
tion. The results of a comprehensive study of the more general aspects 
of the frequency of respiratory diseases in the dusty trades, with special 
reference to inorganic dusts, will be made public during the early part of 
the present year by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
results of these and other efforts, furthered and fostered by the National 
Tuberculosis Association, are of direct concern and benefit to all life 
insurance companies and their policyholders, and therefore fully de- 
serving of their financial support and sympathetic appreciation. 








Enters Government Service 


has been district manager at New Haven for the 


Italian society at Chicago. It has now found 


Allen B. Lincoln, for more than twenty years 
with the Northwestern Mutual Life, has been 
appointed associate Federal director of labor 
for Connecticut, with offices at 783 Main street, 
Hartford. He will assist in the organization 
of the United States employment service in Con- 
necticut, and the company has granted him a 
temporary leave of absence for this Government 
Service. For the past nine years Mr. Lincoln 


Northwestern Mutual, during which time he has 
contributed many articles of interest to the 
columns of THE SPECTATOR. 


Cancels a Million of Insurance 
The International Life Insurance Company of 
St. Louis about a year ago issued a group in- 
surance policy on the lives of a thousand mem- 
bers of the Trinacria Fratellanza Siciliana, an 
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it necessary to cancel the policy on account of 
the claims presented becoming so numerous as 
to arouse suspicion. 


Deputy Superintendent for Ohio 
W. H. Tomlinson, Superintendent of Insurance 
for Ohio, has appointed Judge M. F. Merriman 
of Gallipolis Deputy Superintendent of Insur- 
ance. He succeeds Frank B. Patrick, resigned. 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE NUMBER 





Complimentary Testimonials on THE 
SPECTATOR’S Fiftieth Anniversary 





ITS USEFULNESS STEADILY GROWING 





Opinions from High Sources on Splendid Exhibi- 
tion of Typography, Artistic Effect and Enter- 
taining, Instructive and Historical Contents 
—Favorable Comments on the Success of 
Tue Srecraror’s Superior Service 


The following commendations of and compli- 
ments on the recent Golden Jubilee Number of 
THE SPECTATOR, published in celebration of its 
fiftieth anniversary, have been selected from a 
number of similar communications addressed to 
the editor, and publications which have ap- 
peared in the press: 


I want to congratulate THE SPECTATOR on the 
fine appearance of its Golden Jubilee Number.— 
H. G. Palmer, Editor, The Security Agent. 

Hearty congratulations on the magnificent 
Quinquennial Number of THE SPECTATOR.— 
Robert J. Mix, Manager, The Prudential Insur- 
ance Company. 

Your splendid paper has led the van in decent 
journalism and has been a text book for many 
years.—J. S. Frelinghuysen, United States 
Senator for New Jersey. 

I wish to compliment you upon the handsome 
appearance of the Quinquennial Number of 
THE SPECTATOR.—E. G. Richards, Manager, 
North British and Mercantile. 

It is in keeping with the spirit of enterprise 
and progressiveness which your paper has al- 
ways shown.—William H. Sargeant, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Massachusetts Mutual Life. 

A publication that is a work of art, and its 
literary contents appear to be about the best 
I have ever seen assembled in one publication.— 
J. B. Reynolds, President, Kansas City Life. 

Artistically and typographically it worthily 
upholds the reputation of THE SPECTATOR, and 
I expect to find the literary contents no less 
excellent.—Cecil F,. Shallcross, Manager, Royal 
Insurance Company. 

This magazine is certainly a very beautiful 
piece of work and does great credit to THE 
SPECTATOR office; not only is it a fine piece of 
presswork, but contains wise selection of con- 
tents.—J. F. Van Riper, Branch Secretary, Nor- 
wich Union Fire. 

The Golden Jubilee Number of. THE SPECTA- 
TOR has been perused with interest. Congratu- 
lations upon the unusual artistic and typo- 
graphical features, as well as the literary con- 
tents of the number.—Hubert Cillis, President, 
The Guardian Life. 
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It is certainly a work of art, exceptional in 
typographical features and most interesting just 
at this time in its contents in connection with 
the history of the paper.—Daniel H. Dunham, 
President, Firemens Insurance Company of 
Newark. 

It is surely a work of art. The articles are 
of much interest, and altogether we consider 
it an excellent issue. We regard THE SPECTATOR 
very highly and always take much interest in 
reading each issue.—Stephen Ireland, Superin- 
tendent of Agencies, State Mutual Life. 

It is the most elegant publication of its kind 
that has*ever come to my attention, and I have 
really seen a few, as you must appreciate when 
I tell you that we have spent considerably over 
$2,000,000 in printer’s ink during the past 
twenty years.—Edwin A. Ames, Proprietor, 
Ostermoor & Company. 

A very attractive and interesting number. 
Permit me, as having known you so many years, 
to take this occasion to congratulate you on 
your long and honorable career in the insur- 
ance newspaper line, and to wish you many 
more years of prosperity.—Charles H. Post, 
Manager, Caledonian Insurance Company. 

Three cheers for the Red, White and Blue— 
the Jubilee Number—the fiftieth anniversary 
issue of THE SPECTATOR. It is certainly a 
beauty, typographically perfect, as is usual with 
quinquennial issues, its contents a treat, and 
such a generous recognition by advertisers.— 
Charles Nelson Bishop, City Manager, The 
Northern of London, Chicago. 

The Golden Jubilee Number of THE SPEC- 
TATOR I took home and very carefully perused 
over Sunday. I can hardly say enough in favor 
of the artistic and typographical features and 
the literary contents thereof. It is simply 
superb, and you are entitled to all the credit 
you may receive for its publication.—William 
B. Clark, President, 42tna Insurance Company. 

I told you that it would be difficult to im- 
prove on the appearance of the quinquennial is- 
sue of 1913, but I think you have done so de- 
cidedly in the Golden Jubilee Number. The 
contents are certainly very interesting, and I 
am looking forward to enjoying them as soon 
as I can find time to do any reading.—David 
Parks Fackler, Consulting Actuary. 

The only criticism I can make on the Jubilee 
Number of THE SPECTATOR is that it is valu- 
able enough to be worthy of even a more 
permanent binding than what was placed around 
it, as the book is not only interesting for a 
single reading, but is also valuable, it seems 
to me, in many ways to be kept for reference.— 
Cc. S. Crippen, Insurance Department of New 
York. 

I have gone carefully over the number and 
most heartily commend you on your excellence, 
both of workmanship and_ contents. THE 
SPECTATOR has become one of the standard in- 
stitutions of the insurance business, and I do 
not know how we could get along without it. 
You have my hearty congratulations on reach- 
ing your Jubilee year.—George I. Cochran, Presi- 
dent, The Pacific Mutual Life. 


Thursday 


The appearance and general make-up is as 
good as I have ever seen in a magazine. The 
front cover is a beautiful and dignified design. 
The articles have all been well selected, are 
well written and should be of great interest to 
laymen as well as to those in insurance fra- 
ternities. The arrangement of the advertise- 
ments is good, and in summing up I would say 
that you have gotten out as perfect a publica- 
tion as possible-—H. G. Scott, Vice-President 
and Secretary, Reliance Life. 

We congratulate you for possessing ability to 
publish such a number. I wonder if you know 
that there are just two insurance publications 
which I insist on having sent to my desk with 
the covers unbroken and that one of them is 
THE SPECTATOR. Formerly I depended on re- 
ceiving the copy that comes here regularly, 
and observing that it often did not reach me 
I asked that a subscription for my personal ac- 
count should be made, which was done.—Robert 
J. Hillas, President, The Fidelity and Casualty 
Company. 

It afforded me great pleasure to thoroughly 
examine it, not only on account of its most ex- 
cellent ‘‘get-up’’ typographically, but its un- 
usual artistic appearance, and I congratulate 
you on this part of the work. I found a great 
deal of pleasure and instruction in reading the 
most excellent articles which appeared in the 
number. The merits of THE SPECTATOR have 
been so well known for so many years that one 
can hardly amplify what is already known 
about this most excellent insurance periodical. 
—George Velten Steeb, Philadelphia. 

This number of THE SPECTATOR is a splendid 
exhibition of printing work, artistic in appear- 
ance and containing many very interesting ar- 
ticles, and it is a pleasure to congratulate you 
not only upon this, but also upon the passing 
of your fiftieth anniversary. Your journal is 
growing in usefulness from year to year, and 
that this may be accompanied by increasing 
success for THE SPECTATOR, with many years 
of good health and happiness for yourself and 
your associates, is the sincere wish of—L. K. 
Passmore, Vice-President, Penn Mutual Life. 

I have reviewed THE SPECTATOR with much 
interest and it has aroused my admiration in 
respect to its wonderful typographical form 
and remarkably artistic character. It is a rare 
publication, and, as it covers so many of the 
important questions of present-day underwrit- 
ing, it will, I am sure, have a strong influence 
in helping us all to improve the service which 
we are so anxious to give to the public. Wish- 
ing you a continuance of the success which your 
superior service so richly merits, I am—D. F. 
Appel, Vice-President, New England Mutual 
Life. 

I should be lacking in even the ordinary ele- 
ments of gratitude if I do not give actual ex- 
pression of my appreciation of its many excel- 
lent features. I have never seen its equal in 
an insurance publication, either as to the liter- 
ary contents or typographical features and ar- 
tistic arrangement. I am sure that the general 
effect upon all readers will be such as to 
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strengthen the position of THE SPECTATOR in 
the insurance world and to establish it more 
than ever before as the leading insurance re- 
view.—C. M. Berger, Assistant General Man- 
ager, London Guarantee and Accident. 

It occurred to me that if everyone who reads 
the Golden Jubilee Number could realize, as 
they went along, the labor, as well as the en- 
terprise and responsibility that was back of 
it all, they could appreciate it as they should. 
It was to be expected that a number in cele- 
bration of THE SPECTATOR’S fiftieth anniver- 
sary should bring out a good many historical 
articles, which it did, and they were very in- 
teresting as well as instructive. You deserve 
a great deal of credit for the courage and en- 
terprise you have shown in undertaking such a 
job at this time.—William T. Nash, Author of 
The Monthly Income Policy, ete. 

I greatly admire the Golden Jubilee Number 
you have put out and think it is a splendid piece 
of work. To the best of my recollection, I be- 
gan reading THE SPECTATOR in London about 
the year 1872, at which time I also read the 
Insurance Times, edited by Stephen English, 
and the Insurance Monitor, edited by C. C. Hine. 
Nothing which came from America ever es- 
caped my attention if I could possibly get hold 
of it, so that I can now claim to be a constant 
reader of your paper for forty-six years, during 
which time you have certainly done much work 
of high value to the insurance business.—Frank 
Lock, Manager, Atlas Assurance Company. 

The Golden Jubilee Number of THE SPEC- 
TATOR is a credit to the management and a 
splendid contribution to insurance literature. 
In matter and typographical make-up, it is 
one of the best numbers of any publication yet 
brought to my attention. The great need of 
education among not only the people generally, 
but the insurance men themselves, makes a 
paper like this, and your regular issues as well, 
of far-reaching value. Where men will read 
and study they will do well and they will be 
encouraged to do this by attractive ‘editions 
like the one you have just produced.—Wilmer 
L. Moore, President, Southern States Life. 


Australian Company to Enter the Unitea 
States 

Selby P. Wood, manager of the Australian 
Provincial Assurance Association, of Sydney, 
N. S. W., is expected to arrive in this country 
shortly for the purpose of entering his company 
in one or more States, probably commencing in 
California. This association is now in its sixth 
year and has achieved a large measure of suc- 
cess. The statement for its fifth fiscal year 
shows that its new life business amounted to 
over £1,268,000; total life premiums, £76,080, 
and accident premiums, £23,290. For the 
present year its goal has been set at two million 
pounds in life business and £40,000 in accident 
premiums. 

It is proposed to either establish a branch 
office here or raise capital for a subsidiary 
company to be organized under American laws. 
Manager Wood is possessed of energy, determi- 
nation and enthusiasm, believes firmly in the 
great possibilities which still lie before insur- 
ance, and is confident that success will attend 
his efforts in America to as great a degree as in 
Australia. 


Inter-Southern Life Insurance Company 


A booklet describing the standing and progress 
of the Inter-Southern Life of Louisville, Ky., 
has been issued, which contains some features 
not usually shown in a work of that character. 
It will prove a live assistant to the agency force 
and gives much information for the benefit of 
policyholders and prospects. The Inter-South- 
ern possesses assets amounting to $4,664,170, 
with a surplus on policyholders’ account of 
$907,000, and has $37,000,000 insurance in force. 


-——An experienced man, competent to take charge of 
the renewal department in the home office of a life 
insurance company, may learn of an excellent opening 
by answering the advertisement in another column. 
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NEW REVENUE BILL 


In Course of Preparation for Presenta- 
tion to Congress 








FIRST HEARING TAKES PLACE TO-DAY 





Endeavors to Secure Reduced Taxes Must Be 
Supported Convincingly 


The repeal of all existing internal revenue 
laws and the passage of new legislation is 
planned by Congress in compliance with the re- 
cent request of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
backed by the President, for new and heavier 
taxes. The first hearings on the subject will 
open June 6 and are expected to last for several 
weeks. These hearings will, of course, be 
general in their nature, for there is as yet no 
draft of the proposed legislation setting forth 
the various taxes. 

A word of warning has been sounded by one 
Congressman prominent in tax legislation when 
he says: 

Do not come down here and ask Congress to 
reduce or eliminate the taxes that affect your 
business unless you have facts that conclusively 
back up your contention that the present taxes 
are too heavy. As yet, there have been no re- 
ports of businesses going into bankruptcy be- 
cause of the taxes, and that would be about the 
only argument that could induce Congress to 
lighten the present levies. 

Failure to convince Congress of the justice of 
a claim for lower taxes will merely serve to 
attract attention to that particular industry 
and may result in a revision of the taxes, but 
in a way that will still less please the peti- 
tioners. 

This Congressman, who is old and wise in 
the ways of Congress, is absolutely right. The 
sole reason for the present legislation is the 
raising of more money, which cannot be done 
by lowering taxes. It can safely be said there 
will be very few taxes lowered. But, on the 
other hand, attempts to beat the taxes down 
are apt to draw the anger of Congress and a 
subsequent punishment of even higher taxes 
than would otherwise have resulted. 

It is understood that insurance taxes will not 
be greatly changed. The feeling prevails that, 
with the Government entering the business, 
the companies are losing a great deal of busi- 
ness, both life and marine, which, with the 
existing taxes, makes a sufficient burden upon 
the industry. Should there be no changes in 
these taxes, however, Congress will consider 
that it has dealt very fairly by the industry 
and will not be disposed to listen to any argu- 
ments for a reduction of taxes. 

It is the belief here that the Treasury De- 
partment will watch closely the arguments put 
up by insurance men and the mood in which 
they are received by Congress as indications of 
what success might be expected to attend later 
legislation along Government insurance lines, 
if brought up. The Bureau of War Risk In- 
surance is every day finding it more desirable 
to extend its scope, and will no doubt watch 
for an opportunity to bring the necessary legis- 
lation up. 


James H. Washburn Returns from Mexico 

James H. Washburn has just returned from 
Mexico, where he has been doing necessary end- 
of-year work for his company in the City of 
Mexico. During the past five years interesting 
developments have taken place in all lines of 
business in Mexico, and insurance is no excep- 
tion to that rule. Mr. Washburn has kept in 
close touch with every development, and the re- 
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sults of his experience are brought out in an 
illuminating paper presented at this month’s 
session of the American Institute of Actuaries, 
held in Chicago. The title of his paper is “The 
Effect of Fluctuating Currency on Life Insur- 
ance,’’ and Mr, Washburn states that it has had 
“some” effect. F 

Mr. Washburn has had very extended expe- 
rience in all lines of insurance, the first eleven 
and one-half years of his business experience 
having been spent in the actuarial division of 
the Metropolitan Life of New York. He was one 
of a committee of three to codify, formulate 
and recommend the present insurance laws of 
Mexico, which resemble to a considerable ex- 
tent the insurance law of New York. He has 
also translated the present workmen’s compen- 
sation law of Cuba, and has organized an in- 
dustrial department for a large Brazilian life 
insurance company in Rio de Janeiro. 

Mr. Washburn is a Fellow of the American 
Institute of Actuaries and of the Toronto In- 
surance Institute; an associate of the Actuarial 
Society of America and a member of the Ameri- 
can Statistical Association. He enjoys a very 
wide international acquaintance, and has a 
thorough knowledge of regular life insurance 
lines, including industrial, ordinary, inter- 
mediate and special class, as well as being 
familiar with accident and workmen’s compen- 
sation laws. He has located in the City Invest- 
ing building, 165 Broadway, New York, as his 
permanent business abode, where he will be 
glad to meet all his friends. 


Third Anniversary Dinner 

On Monday, June 3, agents connected with the 
Perez F. Huff general agency of the Travelers 
Insurance Company in New York met at the 
Hotel Majestic for the third anniversary dinner 
of the agency. There were also present a num- 
ber of agents, including Actuary Benedict D. 
Flynn, from the home office; Henry Moir, 
actuary of the Home Life of New York, and 
Harry B. Rosen, the well-known life insurance 
producer. Mr. Reinhardt acted as toastmaster, 
and good fellowship prevailed throughout the 
evening. 

Addresses were made by B. D. Flynn, Henry 
Moir, A. J. Frith, Earles F. Holmes, Aaron 
Spear, J. C. Parks, D. M. Bresler, H. B. Rosen, 
H. L. Perez, Harry L. Coleman and Mr. Huff. 
Many compliments were tendered the host and 
good wishes expressed for his continued 
success. Mr. Rosen was particularly happy and 
forceful in his remarks, pointing out that the 
life insurance business was boundless in its 
possibilities. He also announced, incidentally, 
that he had closed a million-dollar case that 
day. Mr. Bresler, as the honor man of the 
agency, was presented with a handsome pair of 
cuff-buttons. Mr. Huff expressed his ambition 
of building up the largest agency in the next 
five years, which will produce at least twenty- 
five millions of business annually. He also an- 
nounced that later in the year Harry L. Cole- 
man, now connected with the Travelers at Chi- 
cago, will come to New York as his partner. 
An interesting feature of the evening was the 
rendition by the orchestra of the Personality 
Waltz, composed by Mr. Huff. Copies of the 
music were presented to all at the tables. 


—An agency secretary is needed in the head office 
of a life insurance company. A man able to handle 
agents’ reports and correspondence, assist in the field 
work, etc., should communicate with the party who 
advertises in another part of this paper. 





Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


CASUALTY, SURETY & 
MISCELLANEOUS 








COMPENSATION INVESTIGATION 


Losses and Payments in New Jersey Being 
Compiled 


For the purpose of securing reliable statistics 
as to the cost of workmen’s compensation in- 
surance so that the rates may not be unduly 
high, State Banking and Insurance Commis- 
sioner Frank H. Smith of New Jersey has 
directed the Compensation Rating and Inspec- 
tion Bureau of the Department to secure com- 
plete information from the compensation insur- 
ance companies operating in this State as to 
their losses and payments under policies issued 
in New Jersey in the years 1914, 1915 and 1916. 
The Commissioner expects it will take several 
months to compile this information, first in the 
offices of the different companies and then in 
the office of the bureau. The data to be col- 
lected will contain facts and figures relating to 
each of the some thirteen hundred so-called 
rate classifications in the rate manual. 

It will be recalled that the companies doing 
compensation insurance for employers in New 
Jersey asked for a flat five per cent increase in 
rates to take effect the first of last January, 
which request was denied by the Banking and 
Insurance Department. The present New Jer- 
sey rates for compensation insurance are about 
one-half of those paid by New York employers 
to insurance companies for the same protection. 
This may be accounted for in part by the fact 
that the New York law differs somewhat from 
the New Jersey statute compelling every em- 
ployer to insure. In Pennsylvania the rates 
are, on an average, about five per cent greater 
than in this State, although the New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania compensation acts are practically 
on a par in point of compensation cost. 


“National Bonding and Surety Reinsures 

The National Bonding and Surety Company of 
Salina, Kan., has been reinsured by the Kansas 
City Casualty Company. Under the terms of 
the agreement, each share of stock of the 
National Bonding will be paid a cash dividend 

_of $5 and given a stock dividend of three-fifths 
of a share of stock of the Kansas City Casualty 
Company. The Kansas City Casualty is now 
paying dividends of six per cent. 

The National Bonding and Casualty Company 
was one of the Felix Broeker organizations put 
on its feet after the Globe Life was in business. 
Its financial affairs were handled in much the 
same way as the finances of the Globe. 

Following a reorganization, Broeker was dis- 
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missed as president, and W. E. Davis, former 
State Auditor, became the head of the company. 
The stockholders were required to pay in con- 
siderable sums of money to keep the company 
going, and this had but recently been com- 
pleted. Then came the offer of the Kansas City 
Casualty to take over the business and assets 
at a figure which would partially recoup the 


. stockholders of the National, and the directors 


decided to accept the offer. 


Made Partner of W. A. L. Laughton 


William A. Horton of Boston has become a 
partner of W. A. L. Laughton, Middle depart- 
ment manager of the Employers Liability Assur- 
ance Corporation of London for the States of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, and 
hereafter the firm will be known as Laughton & 
Horton. The latter’s appointment was made 
through the aid of Samuel Appleton, United 
States manager of the London corporation, when 
it became evident another partner was needed 
to help handle the present extensive business 
of the company. 

For the last twenty years Mr. Horton has 
been connected in one capacity and another with 
the Employers Liability, and has had many 
years of valuable experience under Mr. Apple- 
ton’s supervision. He has shown acknowledged 


ability in the special work of the field and in 
promoting the development of the New England 
sub-agents. 

Mr. Laughton has had charge of the Middle 
department agency for twenty-six and a half 
years, with his office at the same address, 416- 
420 Walnut street, Philadelphia. 


Casualty Companies and Marine Risks 

Casualty insurance companies doing business 
in Texas which desire to take advantage of the 
provisions of the act of the regular session of 
the thirty-fifth legislature, ‘‘authorizing such 
corporations to write marine insurance, in 
which may be included the hazards and perils 
of war,’’ must amend their charter to this par- 
ticular class of business, according to a ruling 
issued by the State Department of Insurance 
and Banking. : 

The question came up over a query from the 
legal representatives of the American Casualty 
Company of Galveston, Tex., to the effect that 
the company desired to write marine insurance 
and war risks, and whether or not it would be 
necessary to amend the charter. After detail- 
ing the provisions of the new law, Commissioner 
Chas. O. Austin points out that it is not only 
“absolutely necessary for the American Indem- 
nity Company to have its charter amended so 
as to authorize it to do marine and war risk in- 
surance,”’ but after this has been done it will 
still be necessary for the company to obtain 
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license which would include writing marine and 
war-risk insurance. 


Liability Companies Business in Ohio 

The Ohio Supreme Court was asked last week 
to pass on the question of whether liability in- 
surance companies which have contracts in 
force reinsuring the risks of employers which 
carry their own workmen’s compensation may 
continue to operate under such contracts, not- 
withstanding the enactment by the legislature 
of the law barring liability companies from 
writing any business in the State. The ques- 
tion is raised in the case of Frank C. Thorn- 
ton, Cleveland, against the State Industrial 
Commission. 

The Common Pleas Court of Franklin county 
recently held that the law in question abso- 
lutely prohibits liability companies from doing 
any kind of business in Ohio, either under old 
or new contracts. This decision was later 
affirmed by the Appellate Court. 


Burglary Department Ready 

The newly created burglary insurance depart- 
ment of the American Surety Company of New 
York is now in full swing. Manager Samuel B. 
Brewster has worked diligently to start it off in 
good shape, and authorization has been obtained 
to write the line in all States where the com- 
pany is working. Branch offices have been 
given authority to write policies direct, and a 
substantial volume of premiums will undoubt- 
edly result. 


Liability Insurance for Taxis 

Col. James P. Harbeson, head of the military 
police at Camp Dodge, Des Moines, has ordered 
all taxis running between Des Moines and the 
cantonment to carry liability insurance for pro- 
tection of their passengers. Twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars will be considered sufficient for 
cars carrying seven passengers or under. 
Drivers are allowed ten days in which to comply 
with the order, and are required to post con- 
spicuously a notice where all passengers can 
see it. 


—The official report of the Iowa Crop Bureau, fol- 
lowing’ the disastrous tornado which swept through 
Northwestern Iowa May 9, states that property loss 
will be nearly $1,000,000, but that damage to crops 
was small. However, shifting gales in Southwest 
Yowa caused serious drying effects. 


—Charles C. Rauschenbach has been appointed 
manager of the casualty department in the office of 
Arthur §, Nathan & Co, of Chicago, who recently 
have taken the general agency of the American Bond- 
ing and Casualty of Sioux City. -Mr. Rauschenbach 
has had about five years’ experience in the under- 
writing department at the home office of the Ameri- 
can Casualty. : 
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